MC? Countdown to PARCC (DRAFT Month-to-Month Description)

The MC? Countdown offers a viable method to prepare students for high stakes assessments AND be engaged in learning rich mathematics at the same time. The strategies outlined in the Countdown develop

students’ critical thinking skills in mathematics and habits of minds outlined in the CCSS-M Standards for Mathematical Practice in order to build confidence and competence solving various and complex tasks.
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practice making sense of record of student chance to discuss their electronic performance-type test items as practice. student reflect on a week. Use
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e Students become familiar
with EQY item format,
equation editor, and
technology.

e Students learn strategies
for making sense of
problems.

e Students become
comfortable with various
solution strategies and
writing mathematical
arguments.

more effort?

3.Teachers and students
brainstorm ideas for

how to develop

strategies for tackling

hard problems.

4. Review previous test items that students had
difficulty with and the strategies they used to
solve them. What new ideas do they have for
solving?

Purpose:

Play with and get comfortable with online testing
in a non-threatening environment. By
brainstorming strategies, students gain a sense of
empowerment and confidence that they have
some control of the test.

students had
difficulty with and
the strategies
they used to solve
them. What new
ideas do they
have for solving?

learning. Continue
to practice these
strategies.

strategies for
test practice.

Testing Window for
PBA: 3/2/15 —
3/27/15

Testing Window
for EOY: 4/13/15
—-5/8/15
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