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Math can be fun, that’s one of the lessons New Mexico State University faculty are sharing with
teachers and students across New Mexico this summer.
As part of the summer professional learning series
of the Mathematically Connected Communities
(MC2) project, NMSU’s College of Education and
Department of Mathematical Sciences hosted a

weeklong math lab for the first time on campus in
Las Cruces June 2-6. The camp consists of about
60 students who are going into the third grade,
sixth grade or an algebra one class in area public
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schools.

“The math lab is an opportunity for children to
engage in content, particularly the content they are
going to be learning in the Common Core State
Standards, but they are doing it with their

colleagues through really fun activities,” said Cathy
Kinzer, associate professor in the department of
curriculum and instruction.

“Teacher leaders facilitating the learning
experiences and our MC2 staff believe that it can

be engaging and fun to learn math,” she said. “It’s
not just about doing 30 or 40 problems in a

workbook, it’s about actively making sense of math
through collective problem solving.”
While the campers work on math projects, public

school teachers observe both the students and
teacher leaders facilitators in a real-life setting to
consider strategies needed to teach diverse
learners in their own classrooms.

“The beautiful part of math lab is the children are

doing the math in the morning,” Kinzer said. “Then
in the afternoon, the teachers and teacher leaders
debrief and talk about the math lesson and what
went well and what modifications need to be made

for the lesson the next day. It is a collaborative teaching and learning cycle to support students’
learning.”
The new math lab is just one aspect of the MC2 project. NMSU works with about 500 teachers
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across the state to improve mathematics education in New Mexico.
“The new Common Core State Standards really require kids to have a deeper understanding of

mathematics and algebraic reasoning and understanding how to manipulate equations and
expressions and apply what they learn in a real-world setting,” said Wanda Bulger-Tamez, MC2
project director.

The MC2 project not only partners with NMSU College of Education instructors but also with
professors from the NMSU Department of Mathematical Sciences and public school teachers and
districts from across New Mexico along with teacher leaders.

“It’s really fun because you draw on the expertise of teachers, who have a lot of classroom
experience, the educational theory and mathematicians, who know the math deeply, so coming
together is a really wonderful synergistic experience for all of us involved,” Bulger-Tamez said.

Ted Stanford, associate professor of mathematics in the College of Arts and Sciences, has
worked with MC2 for 10 years. He said unexpected issues always arise and collaboration is a
helpful way to solve the problems.

“Every student thinks differently,” he said. “Being a good teacher means you can respond to
different thinking from different students and that’s hard to do especially if there aren’t students

around to practice with.

“One of the most beneficial things about this partnership is we can talk not just about what they
are getting right and what they are getting wrong, but how are they thinking and how are they
communicating, how are they being precise and how are they learning to reason
mathematically,” Stanford said.

With new requirements, the expectations for each grade level are different from just two years

ago, according to Bulger-Tamez.

“Common Core has changed the curriculum, and as teachers we are learning what are the new
expectations and kids are learning what are the new expectations,” she said. “Things are shifting

so we are in a transition period in New Mexico. We are trying to ensure that kids don’t suffer
through the transition and teachers are ready for those transitions.”
“Kids aren’t just supposed to learn how to write down numbers, they are supposed to think

about math and talk about math with each other,” Stanford said. “If you have not done that
before or been expected to do that before, it’s kind of a new thing and it’s hard to learn how to
do.”

In addition to the math lab, NMSU will host math academies across the state in five other
locations this summer. The weeklong intensive math academies allow teachers in school districts
along with their principals or administrators to focus on Common Core standards.

“One thing we’ve learned is when you put people’s heads together, you end up with such a better
product than if you are trying to figure it out and go at it alone,” Kinzer said. “That’s why we

focus on making sense and understanding the math deeply through making activities and the
learning experiences collaborative, challenging and engaging for students and teachers.”

7/1/2015 8:51 AM

NMSU math lab promotes learning for students and teachers | Article |...

3 of 3

Online Publications
Aggie Panorama
Research and Resources
Outreach Publications

On-Campus Media
KRUX 91.5 FM
KRWG-FM
KRWG-TV
Round Up

Email News Services
Hotline & NMSU News
NMSU Postings

http://newscenter.nmsu.edu/Articles/view/10420/nmsu-math-lab-promote...
Other NMSU Resources
NMSU Home
About NMSU
Search NMSU

Contact Information
University Communications
MSC 3K, PO BOX 30001
Las Cruces, NM 88003
Directory

Telephone: 575-646-3221

E-mail: ucomm@nmsu.edu

© 2013 New Mexico State University Board of Regents
NMSU - All About Discovery!

7/1/2015 8:51 AM

